TOWN OF DEERFIELD
BOARD OF SELECTMEN

August 15, 2011
MINUTES

Call to Order
5:30pm: Chairman, John Reagan called the meeting to order.

Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag
Chairman Reagan asked all to rise and pledge allegiance to the Flag.

Present: John Reagan, Chairman; Alan E. O’Neal, Vice Chairman; Stephen R. Barry, Bill Perron, and R. Andrew
Robertson, Selectmen
Also Present: Leslie A. Boswak, Town Administrator

Report from the Northern Pass Advisory Committee
An update from the Northern Pass Advisory Committee was presented. The project, originally targeted for
2014-2015, has been pushed out a year as the permitting process has been opened for comment several
times and the Department of Energy is still working on its initial report. As a result, the town can take a longer
term view. The full Committee report is expected to come at the end of September, below are the benefits
and costs being considered by the Committee.
Benefits:
The Northern Pass project, if approved, will bring a significant amount of additional tax revenue to the town.
Currently PSNH is a major taxpayer. In 2010 the assessed PSNH property value was $39.3 million, with
roughly $800,000 in tax payments. In 2011 or 2012 the substation will be fully operable, resulting in assessed
value increasing to $50-$55 million, or more than $1 million in tax revenue. The current Northern Pass
projections of 7.3 miles of line would translate into approximately $718,000 of additional tax revenue. These
numbers are in flux for many reasons and the committee recommends more due diligence. The depreciation
values beyond year one need to be quantified. It should be verified that the substation is additive, not
exclusive of the $371,000 revenue figure and confirmed who will be paying the tax bill.
Costs:

A. Property Devaluation — There is potential impact of high voltage lines on residential property
values in the town. There are 33 properties along the corridor that are in current use. Expansion of
the line or increasing of tower height may reduce property desirability, but until the lines are
engineered with inclusion of tower heights and expansion of corridor specifics, the Committee
cannot represent specific value impacts. Reliable, useable sales data is needed to be studied. It is
estimated that more than 6% of the town’s residential population will be impacted by the project. A
concept of “prudent avoidance” applies, if a buyer perceives there is a market influence the buyer
will avoid that purchase, the current 5 to 6 year proposed project stigmatizes the properties with a
perception of risk.

B. Health & Safety Concerns — There has been an increased occurrence of childhood leukemia
associated with prolonged exposure to high voltage transmission lines. The proposed lines will raise
voltage from 115 kilovolts to 349. EMF exposure is difficult to study and studies have been
inconclusive, but there has been enough evidence to warrant suspicion. The State of NH is likely to
take this up in its debate of the project.

C. Intangible Costs — Intangible costs were broken into two categories, Community Attitudes and
Feelings (Rural Character, Quality of Life, Visual Appearance, Small Town Feel, and
Quiet/Privacy/Views) and Environmental Attributes (Protecting Drinking Water, Lake/Stream
Quality, Wetlands, Open Space and Wildlife Habitat & Preserves). Value depends on many variables,
but committee member Erick Berglund notes that the Town’s Master Plan vision statement speaks
to priorities and that over the years the town has shown support of environmental issues and
protecting open space.



Committees Recommended Steps & Action Items for the Board:

Continuing to pursue verification of tax revenue figure

Continue to participate in scoping comments at the Department of Energy

Should take part in town-wide informational meeting this fall to address public’s questions
Have an official ruling made on project

Wise to put funds aside to help with mitigation. Should have protections in place for the town.
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The Board thanked the Committee members for their work thus far and reinforced that the long-term budgeting piece
is important. Agreed an informed decision is needed — is this good or bad for the town?

The next committee meeting is to be held tonight, and the following meeting date is TBD.

Regular Business
- Outstanding Minutes — August 1 & 8"

Vice Chairman O’Neal requested that correction be made to the August 1°* minutes — Motion to adjourn was
made by Selectman Robertson, not Vice Chairman O’Neal as he was absent from that meeting.

Motion to approve the minutes as corrected — Selectman Robertson

Second - Selectman Barry

Vote - 4 in favor, 1 abstained

- Accounts Payable - $290,983.10 — of which $250,000 represents the School
Motion — Selectman Robertson moved to approve the Accounts Payable as stated
Seconded — Vice Chairman O’Neal
No Discussion — All in Favor — Motion Carries

For Signatures

- Letter to Deerfield Fair Association
Selectman reviewed a proposed letter to Deerfield Fair Association requesting that after payment for services
of fire and rescue the balance of their donation be made toward purchase of a Zodiac boat motor and trailer
for emergency use.
Motion to approve and sign letter — Selectman Barry
Second - Selectman Robertson
No Discussion — All in Favor — Motion Carries

- Form PA 16 — Application for Reimbursement from Dept. of Revenue Administration
Inventory of the State Park Acreage that is in Deerfield — Bear Brook, Patuckaway and Woodman Meadows —
2,369.04 acres, form is to request tax reimbursement of the state.
Motion to approve the request as presented — Selectman Robertson
Second — Vice Chairman O’Neal
All In Favor — Motion Carries

- Timber Tax Levy - $173.15 to James & Suzanne Spears
Motion - Vice Chairman O’Neal
Second - Selectman Robertson
No Discussion — All in Favor — Motion Carries

- Nomination Form - Local Rivers Management Advisory Committee
The town is able to nominate up to three (3) members for the Local Rivers Management Advisory Committee
forming at the state level. There will be a minimum of seven (7) volunteers selected statewide. Harriet Cady
is currently the only resident seeking nomination. Selectman Barry asked that a call be put out for more
volunteers. L. Boswak confirmed that several notices and advertisements had been placed. Chairman
Reagan made note that we are seeking additional volunteers and asks that anyone interested in serving
contact the Town Administrator.
Motion — Selectman Robertson moved to approve Harriet Cady’s nomination



Second — Selectman Barry
No Discussion - All in Favor — Motion Carries

Unfinished Business

- Town Administrator’s Report

A. Metrocast Email Issues — Metrocast has notified the Town Administrator that any emails sent Friday,
August 12" through Monday, August 15" were lost. Members of the public attempting to contact the town
via email during that time may not have gotten through.
B. Advertisement — The town is seeking members to serve on the Cable Committee, currently Mrs. Cady and
Deb Boisvert have offered their services. Mr. Mailhot is unable to serve at this time. Advertisements with
details will be put on public access channels.
C. Piano Donation — The Women'’s Club is seeking to donate an upright piano with fitted cover to be placed
on the first floor of the Town Hall. It is estimated that annual upkeep will cost roughly $100 for tuning.

Motion — Selectman Barry moved to accept the donation

Second — Vice Chairman O’Neal

All in Favor — Motion Carries
D. GBW Building Update — The flagpole has been painted and flag hung. Windows at the front, lower level of
the building have been installed. The installation of the front, upstairs is to be done Monday, August 22™,
The second quarter of water testing is complete. Lead results have gone up. Replacing the filtration system
is top priority at a cost of approximately $12,000.
E. NH Retirement System Update — There has been a change effective August 1* whereby the employer
contribution amounts were reduced from 25.57% to 19.5%, this reduces the previously anticipated $16,000
budgetary shortfall within the Police Department to $7,629.26. There is an anticipated $2,323.10 surplus
with the town employees for a new net shortage of $5,306.16 town wide.
F. Picture Hanging — Six (6) pictures are to be hung in the building costing just $25/frame. The town would
like to publicly thank Joanne Wasson, Richard Moore & Mike Driscoll for their donation of time and services
for this building beautification.

Citizens Comments

Mrs. Cady would like to raise the following:

Curious how many people responded to the survey referenced in the Northern Pass presentation? Seems
contradictory that respondents want industry present to reduce the tax base, yet also want rural town. Who
completed the survey and how was it collected? Selectman Robertson said that he believes they were
referring to the 5 year Master Plan Survey, in which details of respondents were present. Mrs. Cady
commented that as an appraiser, she believes only houses immediately on the power lines will have property
values affected and used the town of Hudson as an example.

Asked if the town receives money from the State for the acreage of state land within town limits. Selectman
Robertson confirmed that was what the requested reimbursement was for earlier in the meeting.

Believes the Board is not voting on all grants. That some committees do not understand, or are not in
compliance, that it is required by law to have a hearing before the board before accepting grants. This results
in increasing budgets as the town becomes responsible to fund items where a grant has been received. She is
frustrated. Chairman Reagan confirmed that the Town Administrator will notify committees of the policy.
The toilet in the Town Hall paid for by the Women'’s Club is loose.

Nonpublic Session:

6:25 pm

Selectman Robertson made a motion to enter a Nonpublic Session under RSA 91-A:3,lI(c) Matters
which, if discussed in public, would likely affect adversely the reputation of any person, other than a
member of the public body itself, unless such person requests an open meeting. This exemption
shall extend to any application for assistance or tax abatement or waiver of a fee, fine, or other levy,
if based on inability to pay or poverty of the applicant. Seconded by Selectman Barry.

Roll Call Vote:  Perron-Yes; Barry-Yes; Robertson-Yes; O’Neal-Yes; Reagan-Yes



6:30 pm The Nonpublic Session ended.

6:30 pm Vice Chairman O’Neal made a motion to enter a Nonpublic Session under RSA 91-A:3,1l(c) Matters
which, if discussed in public, would likely affect adversely the reputation of any person, other than a
member of the public body itself, unless such person requests an open meeting. This exemption
shall extend to any application for assistance or tax abatement or waiver of a fee, fine, or other levy,
if based on inability to pay or poverty of the applicant. Seconded by Selectman Robertson.

Roll Call Vote:  Perron-Yes; Barry-Yes; Robertson-Yes; O’Neal-Yes; Reagan-Yes
6:35 pm The Nonpublic Session ended.

No Action/No Decisions:
It was noted that no action was taken or decisions made within either Nonpublic Session.

Minutes Sealed:

MOTION: Selectman Robertson made a motion to seal the Minutes of both Nonpublic Sessions as divulgence
of information contained in those minutes would likely adversely affect the reputation of a person or
persons not a member of this Board. Seconded by Selectman Barry.

Roll Call Vote:  Perron-Yes; Barry-Yes; Robertson-Yes; O’Neal-Yes; Reagan-Yes

Adjourned
6:37 pm

MOTION: Selectman Robertson made a Motion to adjourn. SECONDED: Selectman Barry VOTE: All in Favor
The August 15, 2011 meeting is adjourned.
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